
To: Professional Language Arts Teachers
From: Dr. James Scott, Teacher’s Pet Publications
Subject: Teacher’s Pet Puzzle Packs

Thank you for your interest in Teacher’s Pet Publications teaching resources. The sample pages from 
the Teacher’s Pet Puzzle Packs are enclosed.

The goal of our Puzzle Packs is to give you title-specific, ready-to-use games and activities that are 
specifically designed to help your students learn to identify and define key vocabulary, quotations, 
and characters from the books they’re studying. 

Each book opens with a list of the vocabulary and characters to be studied throughout the book as well as 
their definitions or key clues about characters. Every book then includes the following activities and games: 

	 •	Fill	in	the	Blanks
	 •	Matching
	 •	Magic	Squares
	 •	Word	Search
	 •	Crossword
	 •	Bingo
	 •	Juggle	Letters
	 •	Flash	Cards

In short, each Puzzle Pack is designed to give you a variety of fun games and activities that will help your 
students learn to understand the literature they’re reading and remember key vocabulary from the books 
you’re teaching.

We	hope	that	you	like	what	you	see	in	the	enclosed	sample.	If	you	do,	tell	all	of	your	colleagues.	If	
you don’t, please let us know what we can do to improve our products.

In	either	event,	thank	you	for	your	interest	in	Teacher’s	Pet	resources.	We	look	forward	to	being	of	
service to you in the future.  

Sincerely yours,

Jason	Scott,	CEO

Teacher’s Pet Publications

Toll-Free: 800-932-4593

Fax: 888-718-9333

Teacher’s Pet Publications
  a unique educational resource company since 1989
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Contender Word List
No.Word Clue/Definition
 1. ALARM Alfred forgot to tell the gang about it
 2. ALFRED The contender; he boxes and works
 3. BROOKS Alfred's last name
 4. BUD The 'cut man'; assistant manager
 5. CLIMBING 'It's the ____ that makes the man'
 6. CLUBHOUSE Place where the gang meets
 7. CONTENDER The____
 8. DONATELLI Boxing manager
 9. DOWN 'People will try to drag you____'
10. DRUGS James was hooked on these
11. EPSTEIN Ex-fighter; Alfred's boss
12. FEAR 'A man must have some____'
13. FRIENDS Relationship between Alfred and James
14. GRIFFIN Alfred knocked him out in his 2nd fight
15. GYM Place to work out and practice boxing
16. HENRY Handicapped trainer and friend to Alfred
17. HOLLIS He, Major & Sonny beat up Alfred
18. JAMES Alfred's best friend
19. JELLY ____Belly; lacked self-discipline with food
20. JOSE Alfred knocked him down while sparring
21. LIPSYTE Author
22. LYNN Tried to recruit Alfred
23. MADISON ____ Square Garden
24. MAJOR Bully; gang leader
25. MIND 'You should have your own____, do what you want'
26. PARK Place Alfred liked to run
27. PEARL Alfred's aunt
28. PROMISED 'Nothing's____you, nothing's ever ____ you'
29. SICK How Alfred felt after his 2nd fight
30. SOMEBODY 'Everybody is ____'
31. SPOON Ex-fighter; teacher
32. STORE Epstein's establishment
33. TIMES '____ are really changing'
34. TRAINING Practicing
35. WALL Alfred told his aunt a dog knocked him off a stone ____
36. WILSON He says to look for opportunities for the future



Contender Fill In The Blanks 1

 1. The contender; he boxes and works

 2. Practicing

 3. Place Alfred liked to run

 4. Ex-fighter; teacher

 5. Alfred told his aunt a dog knocked him off a stone ____

 6. He says to look for opportunities for the future

 7. ____Belly; lacked self-discipline with food

 8. 'A man must have some____'

 9. Alfred's aunt

10. Handicapped trainer and friend to Alfred

11. Alfred knocked him down while sparring

12. Relationship between Alfred and James

13. How Alfred felt after his 2nd fight

14. 'It's the ____ that makes the man'

15. '____ are really changing'

16. ____ Square Garden

17. Alfred knocked him out in his 2nd fight

18. The____

19. Ex-fighter; Alfred's boss

20. He, Major & Sonny beat up Alfred



Contender Matching 1

___ 1. SPOON  A. '____ are really changing'

___ 2. ALFRED  B. Practicing

___ 3. SICK  C. The contender; he boxes and works

___ 4. FEAR  D. James was hooked on these

___ 5. HENRY  E. 'You should have your own____, do what you want'

___ 6. CLIMBING  F. Alfred's aunt

___ 7. DRUGS  G. Tried to recruit Alfred

___ 8. GRIFFIN  H. He says to look for opportunities for the future

___ 9. TRAINING  I. Alfred knocked him out in his 2nd fight

___10. BROOKS  J. 'It's the ____ that makes the man'

___11. BUD  K. Place Alfred liked to run

___12. PARK  L. Handicapped trainer and friend to Alfred

___13. TIMES  M. Relationship between Alfred and James

___14. FRIENDS  N. How Alfred felt after his 2nd fight

___15. CONTENDER  O. The 'cut man'; assistant manager

___16. PEARL  P. Alfred told his aunt a dog knocked him off a stone ____

___17. DOWN  Q. Author

___18. JELLY  R. ____Belly; lacked self-discipline with food

___19. LYNN  S. Ex-fighter; Alfred's boss

___20. MIND  T. Ex-fighter; teacher

___21. WALL  U. 'A man must have some____'

___22. LIPSYTE  V. The____

___23. MADISON  W. ____ Square Garden

___24. WILSON  X. Alfred's last name

___25. EPSTEIN  Y. 'People will try to drag you____'



Contender Magic Squares 1

Match the definition with the vocabulary word.  Put your answers in the magic squares
below.  When your answers are correct, all columns and rows will add to the same
number.

A. STORE G. TRAINING M. DRUGS
B. SOMEBODY H. CONTENDER N. LYNN
C. FRIENDS I. EPSTEIN O. MADISON
D. PROMISED J. ALARM P. LIPSYTE
E. GYM K. DOWN
F. HOLLIS L. GRIFFIN

  1. James was hooked on these
  2. He, Major & Sonny beat up Alfred
  3. The____
  4. ____ Square Garden
  5. Alfred knocked him out in his 2nd

fight
  6. Relationship between Alfred and

James
  7. Epstein's establishment
  8. Alfred forgot to tell the gang about it

  9. 'People will try to drag you____'
10. 'Nothing's____you, nothing's ever

____ you'
11. 'Everybody is ____'
12. Ex-fighter; Alfred's boss
13. Tried to recruit Alfred
14. Place to work out and practice

boxing
15. Practicing
16. Author

A= B= C= D=

E= F= G= H=

I= J= K= L=

M= N= O= P=



Contender Word Search 1

Words are placed backwards, forward, diagonally, up and down. Clues listed below can
help you find the words. Circle the hidden vocabulary words in the maze.

E S U O H B U L C L L N C W C W L Y W L
W F C R R M Y C Y O C K Z I Z J X G N M
B C B G N V W Y C C N C D L R V M W C Y
F F G J K S X B S H L T G S B S R H D J
R P J W C S F V O I N F E O D Q A P O J
P R O M I S E D M A J O R N W A L L N Z
B C J L S M B B E G S A E Y D Y A I A S
R K L A L Y I V B D E I S J N E E W T J
K O Q F M N H N O F R Z O N Y T R F E R
H P Y V G E G F D F N U J J S H J C L H
T A K B R Y S O Y Z B N G P F E P G L W
I R C H I M W R L C V G E S L N E J I M
M K D G F N F Z I G V Y D L B R A X P V
E Q D H F F F M P S Y M Y X R Y R N M S
S W Y W I R X H S X H K C C O G L A P Y
C M C Z N P Y G Y A N J R Y O N D O L Z
F V C L R R D N T P L R G K K I O Q W R
B U D J K R L J E F H F T G S N G Z Q C
R V L T V G L D R S H M R O W I H M K M
J L J B Z N B M O Y W H N E Y A C M R Y
K J S X F T V M T B S G N K D R V W Z Z
H L L M K D P P S C K W C H C T G Z D L

'A man must have some____' (4)
'Everybody is ____' (8)
'It's the ____ that makes the man' (8)
'Nothing's____you, nothing's ever ____ you'
  (8)
'People will try to drag you____' (4)
'You should have your own____, do what
  you want' (4)
'____ are really changing' (5)
Alfred forgot to tell the gang about it (5)
Alfred knocked him down while sparring (4)
Alfred knocked him out in his 2nd fight (7)
Alfred told his aunt a dog knocked him off a
  stone ____ (4)
Alfred's aunt (5)
Alfred's best friend (5)
Alfred's last name (6)
Author (7)
Boxing manager (9)
Bully; gang leader (5)
Epstein's establishment (5)

Ex-fighter; Alfred's boss (7)
Ex-fighter; teacher (5)
Handicapped trainer and friend to Alfred (5)
He says to look for opportunities for the
  future (6)
He, Major & Sonny beat up Alfred (6)
How Alfred felt after his 2nd fight (4)
James was hooked on these (5)
Place Alfred liked to run (4)
Place to work out and practice boxing (3)
Place where the gang meets (9)
Practicing (8)
Relationship between Alfred and James (7)
The 'cut man'; assistant manager (3)
The contender; he boxes and works (6)
The____ (9)
Tried to recruit Alfred (4)
____ Square Garden (7)
____Belly; lacked self-discipline with food
  (5)



Contender Crossword 1

1 2 3

4 5

6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25

26 27

Across
  1. Author
  6. Epstein's establishment
  8. '____ are really changing'
  9. 'Nothing's____you, nothing's ever ____ you'
11. Place Alfred liked to run
13. 'You should have your own____, do what you

want'
14. Place to work out and practice boxing
16. Alfred told his aunt a dog knocked him off a

stone ____
17. Alfred's best friend
20. Alfred knocked him down while sparring
21. Handicapped trainer and friend to Alfred
22. Tried to recruit Alfred
23. The contender; he boxes and works
25. Alfred's aunt
26. The 'cut man'; assistant manager
27. Alfred's last name

Down
  2. Ex-fighter; teacher
  3. Practicing
  4. Boxing manager
  5. 'A man must have some____'
  6. How Alfred felt after his 2nd fight
  7. Ex-fighter; Alfred's boss
10. James was hooked on these
12. Alfred forgot to tell the gang about it
13. ____ Square Garden
15. Bully; gang leader
16. He says to look for opportunities for the future
18. 'Everybody is ____'
19. Relationship between Alfred and James
20. ____Belly; lacked self-discipline with food
21. He, Major & Sonny beat up Alfred
24. 'People will try to drag you____'



Contender

WALL TIMES JOSE FRIENDS WILSON

LYNN HOLLIS MAJOR JELLY ALFRED

BROOKS MIND FREE SPACE DONATELLI PEARL

GRIFFIN CONTENDER CLUBHOUSE ALARM CLIMBING

SOMEBODY GYM PROMISED BUD MADISON

Contender

JAMES TRAINING DOWN EPSTEIN STORE

PARK SICK LIPSYTE FEAR SPOON

HENRY MADISON FREE SPACE PROMISED GYM

SOMEBODY CLIMBING ALARM CLUBHOUSE CONTENDER

GRIFFIN PEARL DONATELLI DRUGS MIND




