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Effectiveness of Direct Vocabulary 
Instruction

1. Improves reading comprehension

2. Provides opportunities for students to encounter words in various 
contexts without relying solely on incidental learning

3. Allows for selection of words most valuable to and appropriate for 
students at each grade level

4. Teaches vocabulary incrementally through well-developed lessons 
with clearly defined teaching tasks



Benefits of a Digital Learning 
Environment/Format

1. Increases access and convenience for both educators 
and digitally native students

2. Conserves educators’ time and energy





Introduction to 

Vocabulary Power Plus Online

● Will be available for the 2019-2020 school year

● For grades 9-12

● Browser-based program; no software 
download required

● Accessible at home, in class, etc.

● Defined experiences for teacher and student



Program Structure

● There is one course per grade.

● There are 21 lessons per course.

● There are 15 words in each lesson, broken 
down into three segments of five words 
each.

● Each segment includes four main activities:

- Learn     - Practice     - Show     - Apply

● Each lesson concludes with a summative 
assessment.



Each lesson reinforces 
vocabulary learning 
through four stages of 
instruction.



● See the vocabulary word and hear it 
pronounced in its entirety and syllable 
by syllable

● See and hear the part of speech and the 
definition of each word

● See and hear each word used in a sentence

LEARN introduces students to the 
vocabulary words.

Students will:



Students will:

● Match vocabulary words to the 
appropriate definitions

● Identify synonyms/antonyms

● Receive immediate feedback

PRACTICE deepens student understanding of 
new words through exercises that emphasize 
exploration and provide feedback.



Students will:

● Read a sentence and then click on the 
vocabulary word it relates to

● Select a word or phrase that best 
completes a sentence

SHOW lets students demonstrate their 
developing understanding of new words 
through exercises that emphasize context.



Students will:

● Place vocabulary words accurately to 
complete a cloze paragraph

● Choose sentences that use the word 
correctly

APPLY asks students to assess a word’s fit in 
the context of a paragraph and analyze the 
appropriateness of the word’s use at the 
sentence level.



The program uses vocabulary words in 
various scenarios so that students 
develop and retain a multifaceted 
understanding of the words.



Students have the opportunity to 
use the words at least six times 
each in increasingly comprehensive 
contexts.



Advantages of Direct 
Vocabulary Instruction 

in a Digital Format 

Download the white paper
 PrestwickHouse.com/vppo



Q & A



1. Does Vocabulary Power Plus Online come with the books or is it extra?

2. How do you use the books in conjunction with the online program?

3. Which VPP series is this modeled after?  

4. How are the questions scored? 

5. Is this individualized to each student's level so they progress as they go 
through the exercises and assessments?

Frequently Asked Questions



Thank you for joining us!
We’ll send you a recording of this webinar.


