
Plot – the sequence of interconnected 
events that occur within a narrative; a 
plot tells what, when, and why the events 
happened. 

Setting – when and where the short story, 
play, or novel takes place

Conflict – the struggle that sets the plot in 
motion and then moves the action forward; 
the challenges characters face throughout 
a story

Characterization – the methods, incidents, 
speech, and other elements an author uses 
to reveal a character; it is depicted by what 
the character says, what others say, and by 
the character’s actions.

Theme – the central or dominant idea 
behind the story; it is usually expressed 
indirectly, as an element the reader must 
figure out. It is a universal statement about 
humanity, rather than a simple statement 
dealing with plot or characters in the story.

Point of View – the way a story is told and 
the relationship between the story and the 
person who tells it

Language – the style, tone, and mood an 
author uses to tell the story

Figurative Devices – words and phrases 
used to communicate ideas in more poetic 
and effective ways than literal language 
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Visit PrestwickHouse.com/free-library for more free posters, 
puzzles, lesson plans, and other resources.


