College and Career
Readiness: Writing ™

ample

P o mam Bwpra

Click here
to learn more
about this
title!

()

CCLL:GF A I I
1 “uE AND
CAREER READINESS

|
wrltlng olLEGE AND
O READINESS | EaE AND

READINESS
Writing

Level g
iting

Click here
for information on

Teacher’s Edition
Class Sets!

7

ﬁPrestwick House

More from Prestwick House

Literature Grammar and Writing Vocabulary Reading
Literary Touchstone Classics College and Career Readiness: Writing Vocabulary Power Plus Reading Informational Texts
Literature Teaching Units Grammar for Writing Vocabulary from Latin and Greek Roots Reading Literature



https://www.prestwickhouse.com/
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/book/id-308901/College_and_Career_Readiness_Writing_-_Level_11_-_30_Books_and_Teachers_Edition?utm_source=samplepdf&utm_medium=sample&utm_content=ccrw_11&utm_campaign=sample
https://www.prestwickhouse.com
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/literary-touchstone-classics
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/teaching-units
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/college-and-career-readiness-writing
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/book/id-302639/Grammar_for_Writing_-_30_Books_and_Teachers_Edition
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/vocabulary-power-plus-for-college-and-career-readiness
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/vocabulary-from-latin-and-greek-roots
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/reading-informational-texts
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/reading-literature
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/college-and-career-readiness-writing?utm_source=samplepdf&utm_medium=sample&utm_content=ccrw_11&utm_campaign=sample

COLLEGE AND
CAREER READINESS

9

1

t

r
L eve

1




Writers:
Bill McMahon and Douglas Grudzina

Senior Editor:
Paul Moliken

Cover and Text Design:
Maria J. Mendoza

Layout and Production:
Jeremy Clark

A
PH

PRESTWICK HOUSE, INC

“Proud to Be on the Teacher’s Side”

PO. Box 658
Clayton ¢ Delaware 19938

Tel: 1.888.932.4593
Fax: 1.888.718.9333

Web: www.prestwickhouse.com

© 2013 Copyright Prestwick House, Inc.

All rights reserved. No portion may be
reproduced without permission in writing from the

publisher. Printed in the United States of America.

ISBN: 978-0-9823096-6-7



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Standards-based scoring rubric for Grade 11 ..., xiii

PART I: Personal Writing [conveying what students have experienced,

imagined, thought, and felt] ... 1
Assignment 1: Evaluate a significant experience ..., 3
Mini-lesson 1: Journal writing ... 19
Assignment 2: Describe a comic or unfortunate event............................. 27
Assignment 3: Fictional narrative................cocooiiiiiiiiiiie e, 41

PART II: Informative Writing [showing what students know about

A SUDJECH] ..o 57
Assignment 1: Interview or Personal Profile..................o.oooo, 58
Assignment 2: Book or Article Review ... 75

Mini-lesson 1: The Reading Check Essay: Summary ......................... 96
Assignment 3: Literary Analysis—Fiction ............cccooooiiiiiiiin 101
Assignment 4: Literary Analysis—Nonfiction .............ccccocoviii 137

Mini-lesson 2: The Reading Check Essay: Interpretation ................. 157



PART III: Persuasive Writing [asserting and defending claims] ................... 161

Assignment 1: The initial argument ..............ccocooiiiiiiiii 162
Assignment 2: The rebuttal.....................o 187
Mini-lesson 1: The Test or Exam Essay (Support, refute, or qualify the
thesis that...) ... 220
Assignment 3: The Academic Thesis-Proof Essay............ccccoooeiinn 235
Mini-lesson 2: The Test or Exam Essay (Develop a thesis and support).....261
PART IV: The Research Projects .........ocociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiece 277
Assignment 1: Research Project—Non-English Language Arts.............. 279
Assignment 2: Research Project—English Language or
Literature TOPIC.....uviiiiiiiiiiiii e 307
APPENDIX 1: Samples of MLA and APA Citation and Documentation......... 346

-jv -



College and Career Readiness: Writing | Level 11

PART 1I:

Personal Writing

[conveying what students have experienced,
imagined, thought, and felt]

By now, you know that “Personal Writing” is not the same as “Private Writing.”
More than anything else you will write in high school, college, or your career,
personal essays will have the most notable impacts on what schools you attend,
what opportunities are offered to you, and what job you end up landing.

Your personal writing, whether you write it as part of an application or as an
introduction to a prospective employer, does more than represent you.

It should reveal you.

Remember the necessary elements of good personal writing:
* A point: Your answer to your reader’s question, Why are you telling me this?

* An angle: What makes your account of your day at the beach, your first
job, the day you got cut from the team, etc., unique—more meaningful,
moving, or memorable than those of the hundreds of other teenagers who
visited beaches, worked first jobs, or got cut from teams?

* A voice: Confident...Respectful.. . Witty...along with your angle, this is
what will give your reader a sense of you beyond the mere facts of your
narrative.

* Substance: Vague generalities and abstract concepts might suggest
ideas to your reader, but they will do little to recreate the physical,
psychological, emotional, and spiritual effects that will make the reader
take notice of your account.
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And always remember your writing process:
STEP 1: Select a Topic
STEP 2: Develop a Slant/Angle/Hook
STEP 3: Brainstorm, Discuss, Research
STEP 4: Outline
STEP 5: Write Your First Draft
STEP 6: Peer Edit
STEP 7: Final Draft
POSSIBLE STEP 8: Second Edit and Final Revision
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ASSIGNMENT 1:

Evaluate a Significant Experience

This is a popular writing prompt on college applications. The key to a notable
and effective essay lies in paying close attention to the verb—evaluate, not

“narrate” or “describe.”

Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or
ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

Chandra is a first semester 11th grader in a large urban magnet high school.
Her ambition is to be the first member of her immediate family to attend college
full-time and graduate with a four-year degree. Her ultimate aspiration is law
school.

Here is a re-creation of the process Chandra used when she was given the
prompt to evaluate a significant experience, achievement, or risk:

STEP 1: Select a Topic

First, Chandra considered the prompt at length, and brainstormed on the most
significant experiences that she felt might make an effective and affecting essay.
_ Signifioan-f oxrerienooc: Mom's illness and death? Brcaking, My anm
at Soccer when | wag fourteen? Enoovn‘f’oring a bear In the woodg

when we went oamPing_,?

— Achievements: Wivming_ at the debate finals? Organizing_ the
fundraicer for the l/vdgay‘f‘on Foundation?

— Rigks: Lo;ing_ my Mom? Not having_ my arm heal proporlq,? G'loJrﬁng_
eaten bv’ the bear?

— Ethical dilemma: How to deal omoﬁonaﬂq with Mom's death?
Whether 1o kill the bear or not?
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By considering each topic, she began to narrow her choices:

— Mom’s illness and death—ctill the most éignifioarﬁ' event in my life.
I\/\iglﬂJr move the readers, make them gympathetic to me, but |
migh% come off like a drama queen.

- Broaking,mq arm—painful, difficult, had to deal with bcing Sidelned and
temporarly dicibled. But not very wigue, rot we what dant fo g_i\/c it
- Enoovnforing_ﬂ'\o bear—dramatic at first, we realized not to vun

or move to attvact it attention, then it went away, never even
gccing . But then what?

- Winning_ at the debate finals—| worked hard, it paid off, but |
mig_w come off a §o!f—oon5ra+vfaﬁn5_ and conceited.

- Organiz_ing_ the fundraicer for the Lv;‘l‘ggrfan Foundation—!| did
a 5_0001 ’H/\iﬂg, [ vaised money for a fine cawse, research on the
disease that killed my mother. But wouldn't it be better to Simply
write about my Mom's death?

Chandra narrowed her possible topics to two, writing about her mother’s
illness and death, and organizing the fundraiser for the Lustgarten Foundation.

STEP 2: Develop a Slant/Angle/Hook

WHAT CAN MY ANGILE BEY

— Mom’s death—tHow do | communicate how this affects me every
ola»]? Shovld thi¢ be abovt how a pexéon deals with the death of
a loved one? That's been done. /\/\avlbo | hould show how thi¢ hag
ohamg_col my life forever, how it feels fo be orphaned when yov're
not an advlt yet, but everyone expects you to behave like one?

- Orgpnizing.'f‘ho fundraicer—| could 51'\/5 thi¢ the dlant of +al<in5,
gomoﬂaing_ back, or +a!<im5_ Some: revenge againd the illness that
Killed my mother. That migh’r work, or it migln’r sound fake
ingpivational, phony like that Bette Davig movie.

WHERE PO | BE&IN MY EVALUATION?

— | thine [l bc?m with how ['m olca!ing with Hf\ings now, then
chow how | 5,01L to that Plaoc.
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Note: This is another early choice, and a strong one, but one that Chandra
will need to reevaluate in terms of how much her essay effectively conveys
her point. She will find that, while her voice is strong and individual,

she needs to guard against letting her emotional life overwhelm the

piece, causing her to lose focus. While she wants to move the committee
members and give them an effective window into who she is, she also
needs to demonstrate discipline and skill as a writer.

WHAT TYPE OR TONE OF VOICE DO | WANT TO
CREATE IN MY READER’S MIND?

— [ want o stand ovt, show my ability to write about seriows igques, but
[ want the ecan to be uniq/vo, not Jvé‘!’ about §omcﬁqing, Wagio but
about how | veact to éomo‘fhing_ ﬁfag_io, how it affects my point of
view. So [l ty a much & | can to write it the way | would < it.

STEP 3: Brainstorm, Discuss, Research

Considering what her angle and tone would be, Chandra decided she was ready
to write directly about her mothers death and how it has changed her. She also
felt she had some strong ideas about how to convey her feelings and impressions
and that she had the opportunity to capture the reader and get a strong
evaluation of her writing skills.

Having made this choice, she started then to list the details and nuances that
would color her essay emotionally and help make her experiences real to the
reader.

— How hard Mom's death wag, how much che cuffered, what an anful

disease cancer i.

— How beavtiful che had been before, the silver framed Wcolding_
picture.

— That dumb Bette Davis movie abovt the woman who dies, how ivonic
that i¢ when | contrast it with how ¢he hergelf died.

- The dgwoﬁcé [ found hidden aromd the howse after she died,
how angry | wag that ¢he couldn't kick the habit.

— My <ister’s veaction to Mom's death, how different it seems from
My onm.
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|
Chandra is not being as detailed as she should be in her brainstorming.
She needs to take more time with this part of the process, listing more
specific details about her mother, what kind of person her mother was,
how she is both like and unlike her mother, the specific ways her sister’s
reaction differed from her own, etc. The deeper she makes her well, the
more choices she will have in writing the first draft, and the stronger her
choices will be.

STEP 4: Outline

Chandra has decided to tell her story not in chronological fashion, but to begin
with the death of her mother, then proceed to outline its emotional impact on
her and how it has changed her outlook.

1. [l start with the big Poiyd’g n B. how ridicvlovs it i to
the firgt Paragyaph:
A. how awful her death was,

show death a¢ zlamorovg
and noble when it's Vcqu
terrible and v5lv}.

4. That will gj\/c a 500"1 lead—
in to talk about the Wcolaling_
pictwe and how beavtiful and
young. she had once been, if it

B. how ¢he §vdolcnll7 went
from young. and FV(’/‘HT] to
old and diseased, and

C. how hard it was for me to

witness. hadn't been for the oigaVG‘H' .
2. Then Il move on to the 5 Then | can tell how che was
factval ctuff —

A how weless the Swgery wa,

B. how all it a.r,oomplighcol wag
to make her Suffer more,
and me a¢ well.

. Next 1l gi\/c my Fchonal
imprcgg?oné

A how ;fvf)iol that Bette
Davic movie she loved <o
much veally i,

never able o quit, v to the
last day che lived, how | found
packs of the %ingg hidden all
over the hovse.

Ml end with how little PcoF!c

wderstand, even my <ister, and
how uncertain | am now about

c\/ch]‘f‘hing, n ﬁfo.
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points with an evaluator.

While Chandra clearly has a compelling story to tell, and an impassioned
approach and angle, there are some risks she is taking here that could
affect how well her reader will react. The sense of irony and her individual
voice are already in evidence, but her emotional reactions seem likely to
take her on tangents that might lose points for organization and focus.
Also, while her point is to show how this event affected her, her singular
focus on her own emotions without much reference to anyone else’s might
make her appear self-absorbed and self-pitying—which will not win her

STEP 5: First Draft

Now read Chandra’ first draft and evaluate its strengths and weaknesses.

Consider how successfully she responds to the prompt and presents an essay

that will be noticed by the selection committee of a large scholarship foundation.

My mother's death was the most horvible thi

[ have ever had fo withess; che was only foy'h/}—c?gh’f
years old, which seems old to a Sixteen year old lice
me, but it's pretty yong. to be olv]mg You alwayg
thirk. of your parents & old, o much older than yov—
witil one of them in't there, and you realize that a
peréon can be young. and old all in the same woment,
and the moment pacses very quickly.

It was cancer—pancreatic cancer, tfo be
eract—rthat fook her from me and my family.
Not an cady death, bv) any means,; she had intense,
evil pain that almost never let wp, ¢he endured
five hours of wnbelievably invasive Surgery that
was upposed to extend her life and didn't, and |
know that from the moment che was
diaénogig, fear was a congtant companion.

ven her

Ore of my Mom's favorite movies was a really
old black and white deal with Bette Davig, wheve
she plays this woman who i olqivg from cancer.
s called Darke Victory. | can't watch it now, not
becavse it makes me ad, but becae 1t makes
me angry. Bette Davic does't wuffer the way my
mother ffered; ¢he doest seream ovt in pain

-7 -

The first paragraph grabs the reader’s
attention with a compelling situation
and a distinct voice that helps define the
viewpoint of the writer and the angle of
the story.

This paragraph effectively conveys needed
information about the incident, as well

as the emotional context for the author.
Already, however, the essay begins to lose
some focus on the main point, the impact of
Chandra’s mother’s death on Chandra. There
is also an instance of awkward usage—". ..
me and my family” would more properly be
phrased”. .. my family and me.”
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This section, while effective, may
overemphasize the anger of the author;
while it’s giving a vivid account of the
emotional impact of the event, it misses the
opportunity to make the reader understand
why the author’s mother was important

to her, so we can better understand the
anger and grief she is feeling. The reference
to the film as a“black and white deal”
might come across as too flippant, also
pushing the reader away from the author’s
viewpoint rather than causing the reader
to embrace it.

The description of the wedding photo with
the last sentence, effectively shocks and
compels the reader and further defined the
author’s voice and viewpoint.

Again, while the passion and voice of the
writing are compelling, she hasn't yet
conveyed a fuller picture of the character

of her mother, why she was important and
loved, what made her special. We have
heard only about the disease, the addiction,
and a pretty picture.

or lose o much weight ¢he starts to recemble
5 ¢keleton or lose control of her bodily functions.
She wffers prettily, in fus and diamonds and catin,
then she 591“§ to die prettily in a Fauzy fadeovt,
takcing. about meeting. death “bravely and finely,” the
whole ‘H’\Mg, actually looks 5[amorov§. [ can't remember
anqﬁrning_ brave or fine in how m wother died. | don't
blame her for that; no one can be cither brave or
fine when ﬁch'rc bcing, eaten alive by dicexe.

There i a Silver framed photo of my Mom on
her Wcololing_ Day, and she looks 5lamorou§ onm/gh
to make Bette pea—green with eny. She's in a
beavtiful lace dress, simple but c!cgan’r; her face
i framed by a veil that Migb‘f” a well be a halo,
and she holds a bowtvc'f of 531@1@”{34. Her eqes
shine and 5101/\/; the pictwe is <o alive you feel che
mighf start §f>oa(<in5_ to you from it. She would
probably say how ercited che i, how wonderful
her Wodo“b’lg_ was, how she i Iookjng forward to
the life ahead of her. She doesn't know what's
headed for her down the line. If she did, mape
¢he would have @/H’ §mol<in5.

[ can barely vemember her without a
aigaro‘H‘o, from the time | was [ittle. She did
try to quit several fimes, and even once went
for several months withovt a Qinglo oiggroﬂc,
sfter my Sister and | begged her relentlescly, but
she always velapsed. She even ¢moked after the
diag_mogig, secretly, she would sneak them behind
owr backs when no one was in the room with her.
[ fowd packs of the evil ’rhings stashed all over
the howe after she died, behind the computer,
between the cushions on the <ofa, in the kitchen
eapboards behind the Galt and Sugar. l'd tear them
w when | fownd them, destroy them one by one
and drop them into the 53%35_6 can.

-8 -
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My dister telc me | need to accept what's
happened and move on, that | chovldn't dwell on my
5yiof and work on chcmbcring happier times with
Mom, and all the 5_0001 ‘Hqingg abovt her. | know thig
i trve, et | can't help VOQOVI’HVlg_ the ¢tatement.
[t's eagy for Deirdre fo sy that, since she's already
moved on to oo”og_c and the next phase of her life,
and she missed much of the really rougher parts
of Mom'¢ illness, ¢ince che had finals at school and
Mom ingisted that took preference.

Now | have finals, and tests for oo!!ogp to
study for, and Forensics and Trvama Club, and
basketball; Mom would tell me whenever | wag
havin time with anv]ﬁf\ing_ fo_just “put your
head down and barvel ’rhrough.“ [ bury mgelf in my
vovtine and hope that | can do that. But every

a tou

now and then, | catch a 5jimP§c of Mom’¢ Woololing_

photo: the lace, the smile, and epecially the eyes
that can follon you wherever vov are in the room.
[ find mucelf @/cgﬁon?ng_ ﬁqings a lot more, like
Glod), VC“giOVl, the vandom natwe of life, and just
what it i¢ that we're Sypposed o hold onto, if
amqﬁqing. | have no angnwers V?gh)r now, but | have
3 lot of question.

Analysis of First Draft

Here the author truly risks losing the
empathy of the reader; she is allowing her
anger to take her on a tangent, portraying
her resentment of her sister and still not
giving us a sense of who her mother was.

Chandra offers a bit more of a window on
the character of her mother and effectively
describes her emotional state and how
the experience of her mother’s death has
changed her. But we are left wanting

more of a distinct point, more of why this
particular story is unique and important,
what meaning it has to the reader, not
just the author. While there is, indeed,

the beginnings of a powerful essay here,
the author needs to focus and refine her
work, making sure she portrays not just her
emotions, but what fuels those emotions.

What is this writer’s point? The writer effectively shares her emotional journey

in witnessing the illness and death of her mother, but comes up short in terms

of bringing the reader to a unique revelation about this experience—we never get a

satisfactory answer to the question, “Why this story?”

What is her angle? The author is reaching for an unstinting portrayal of the

emotional toll the loss of a parent takes on a teenager, how it changes her view

and experience of everything around her, and the difficulty of reconciling oneself

to loss.
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What type or tone of voice has she created in her reader’s mind? The author
most definitely has a distinct voice, one that does not shy away from her anger
and grief, while recognizing implicit irony and even absurdity. However, while
her voice is commendably passionate and brave, she allows her anger to dominate
her writing at times and take the essay on tangents that detract from her point. Her
style can also be overly conversational and flippant, which is a risky choice on a college
entrance essay.

What techniques has this writer used to create this voice? There is an
unflinching directness, a refusal to pull any punches—as well as an ironic
viewpoint—from the first sentence. The portrayal of pain and emotional distress
is consistent throughout the piece, as is a strong, vital descriptive ability.

What specific details, facts, etc., make this narrative real? There are several
potent examples of strongly observed details, such as the wedding portrait, the
hiding of the cigarettes, and the author’s reaction to the Bette Davis film. The
portrayal of the mother’s unsuccessful efforts to quit smoking and especially the
hiding of the packs of cigarettes that are later found by the author also ring true
and effectively ground the essay in a recognizable reality.

NOW plan your own essay to the same prompt. You will probably find it
helpful to follow the same process by which Chandra arrived at her first
draft. Remember that Chandra brainstormed and took notes on several
possible topics and developed each of them to see which one would yield

the best essay.

Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or
ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

STEP 1: Select a Topic

What experiences lend themselves to a successful evaluation?

What point would you want to make in evaluating each of these potential topics?

Go back and look at Chandra’s thoughts in this step. Even in the selec-
tion of topics, you need to think about things like an interesting angle and
providing sufficient and relevant details.

-10 -



