


Click here  
to find more  

Classroom Resources 
for this title!



Sample
Prestwick House
Activity Pack™

Activity Pack
Literature Made Fun!

Printed in the U.S.A.

Lord of the Flies 
by William GoldinG

P.O. Box 658, Clayton, DE 19938
www.prestwickhouse.com

800.932.4593

Item No. 200180

Lord of the Flies
by William GoldinG

Activity Pack
Literature Made Fun!

Click here  
to learn more  

about this  
Activity Pack!



Literature
Literary Touchstone Classics
Literature Teaching Units

Grammar and Writing
College and Career Readiness: Writing
Grammar for Writing

Vocabulary
Vocabulary Power Plus
Vocabulary from Latin and Greek Roots

Reading
Reading Informational Texts
Reading Literature

More from Prestwick House

https://teaching-english.prestwickhouse.com/search?w=catcher%20in%20the%20rye
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/pdf/id-201029/Catcher_in_the_Rye_The_-_Downloadable_Activity_Pack
https://www.prestwickhouse.com
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/literary-touchstone-classics
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/teaching-units
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/college-and-career-readiness-writing
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/book/id-302639/Grammar_for_Writing_-_30_Books_and_Teachers_Edition
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/vocabulary-power-plus-for-college-and-career-readiness
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/vocabulary-from-latin-and-greek-roots
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/reading-informational-texts
https://www.prestwickhouse.com/reading-literature


Copyright © 2002 by Prestwick House, Inc., P.O. Box 658, Clayton, DE  19938.  
1-800-932-4593 • www.prestwickhouse.com  

Permission to copy this unit for classroom use is extended to purchaser for his or her  
personal use. This material, in whole or part, may not be copied for resale.

ISBN 978-1-60389-205-6

Item No. 201029

Activity Pack
Literature Made Fun!

The Catcher in the Rye
by J. D. Salinger



2© Copyright 2009, Prestwick House, Inc.

Table of Contents

Introduction
 Theme ...........................................................................................................................................4

Chapters 1 - 7
 Narration ......................................................................................................................................6
 Characterization ...........................................................................................................................8
 Style ..............................................................................................................................................12
 Satire .............................................................................................................................................24
 Characterization ...........................................................................................................................30

Chapters 3 - 5
 Symbolism, Inference, and Theme ...............................................................................................32

Chapters 8 - 14
 Point of View and Inference .........................................................................................................36

Chapters 8 - 15
 Literary Techniques ......................................................................................................................42

Chapters 8 - 14
 Theme and Inference ....................................................................................................................46

Chapters 15 - 20
 Inference and Theme ....................................................................................................................50

Chapters 16 - 17
 Theme ...........................................................................................................................................54

Chapters 15 - End
 Allusion I ......................................................................................................................................60
 Allusion II .....................................................................................................................................68

Wrap-Up
 Relating A Novel to Real Life .......................................................................................................76
 Setting ...........................................................................................................................................82
 Dramatization of Scenes in the Novel ..........................................................................................86
 Conflict .........................................................................................................................................88
 Theme and Symbolism .................................................................................................................92
 Characterization ...........................................................................................................................94



3 © Copyright 2009, Prestwick House, Inc.

Appendices
 Terms and Definitions ..................................................................................................................98
 Dramatization of the Scenes in the Novel ....................................................................................101
 Directions for Interviews ..............................................................................................................102
 Writing Poems ..............................................................................................................................103
 Small Group Learning ..................................................................................................................105
 Procedures for Small Group Work ...............................................................................................107
 Small Group Evaluation Sheet ......................................................................................................108
 Student Roles in Group Discussions ............................................................................................109

All references come from the Little, Brown and Company Edition of The Catcher in the Rye, published 1951.



Name: ________________________________                Date:_________________

S - 5 Reproducible Student Worksheet

  Student’s Page            The Catcher in the Rye

Introduction

Theme

Objective:  Recognizing emerging themes

Activity

Holden Caulfield, the main character and narrator of The Catcher in the Rye, has been described as “yet 
another quizzical adolescent, scornful of what he does see and quite sure there is even more to unearth 
and condemn.…He serves the author’s purpose: to scrutinize the banalities and cruelties that the rest of 
us, grown up and so sure of our right to preach to children, often make a point of ignoring or justifying.” 
Divide the class into small groups. Each group should select a different topic from the list that follows.

In small groups, discuss your chosen topic from the list below. After taking a close look, make a list of all 
the “banalities and cruelties” that you associate with the topic. Include specific examples for each point 
on your list.

Topics to Examine:

 • The way parents react to the failure of their children
 • The attitude of teachers toward students who fail
 • The attitude of handsome, athletic males towards females
 • The methods school administrators use in dealing with failing students
 • The attitudes of social misfits towards others
 • The attitude of wealthy private school students and faculty
 • The way students who are failing react to their failure
 • The differences between private and public schools
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  Student’s Page            The Catcher in the Rye

Chapters 1 - 7

Satire

Objective:  Understanding satire as a device for characterization

Activity I

Some readers are amused by Holden’s satirical presentation of people. Concrete, detailed descriptions of 
the way people look and act are part of his description. Often, aspects of the people are exaggerated or 
oversimplified by Holden.

	 •	Spencer
	 •	Ackley
	 •	Stradlater
	 •	Jane
	 •	Allie
	 •Dr. Thurmer
	 •	Headmaster—Mr. Haas
	 •	Holden

Use the following page to take a close look at the assigned character. You are to take the character your 
group is assigned and answer the questions on the chart.
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Chapters 8 - 15

Literary Techniques

Objective:  Recognizing literary techniques

Activity

In small groups, complete the following chart by finding a quotation that illustrates the literary technique.

After work is completed, each group should give its example for the first technique, then each give its 
example for the second, and so on. After each set of examples, the literary technique can be discussed 
further by the entire class.
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  Student’s Page            The Catcher in the Rye

Chapters 16 - 17

Theme

Objectives: Understanding themes
    Inferring meaning from what a character says and does
    Relating literature to life

Activity I

Throughout the novel, Holden complains about people who are “phonies.” In Chapter 16, Holden calls 
Sally “the queen of the phonies.” Holden’s description of the young man Sally talks to in Chapter 17 is 
especially biting. 

1.  In small groups, list the characteristics of Sally and the young man in Chapter 17 that annoy Holden 
and make them “phony” in his mind.

2.  Using your list, collaboratively write Holden’s definition of a phony. Use quotations from Holden’s 
descriptions of Sally and the young man to illustrate your points.

THE PHONIES CHART

Sally Young Man

Definition of a Phony: ____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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  Student’s Page            The Catcher in the Rye

Chapters 15 - End

Allusion II

Objectives: Interpreting a character’s internal conflict from his or her actions and statements
    Relating literature to life

Activity I

Divide the class into small groups. Holden realizes that he is depressed or that he is at least suffering from 
some type of emotional instability.

	 •		Complete the Signs of Holden’s Emotional Instability chart on the next page to prepare your 
explanation of how Holden’s actions and statements support the idea that he is unstable. Refer to the 
text and include quotations. 

	 •	Each group should present its explanation of Holden’s mental state to the class.




