
�Medieval French abuser, from Latin abuti �to misuse,� from
ab- + uti �to use��— abuseer n

2abuse �ə-�by�s� n 1 : a corrupt practice or custom �election
abuses� 2 : improper or excessive use or treatment : ������
�drug abuse� 3 : abusive language 4 : physical maltreatment
�child abuse�
synonyms �����, ���������, ������������ mean vigor-
ous condemnation. ����� stresses the offensive character of
the language used �scathing verbal abuse�. ��������� may
add additional suggestion of logical effectiveness and serious
purpose in directing abuse �blistering political invective�. ��-
���������� suggests fluent and sustained abuse �a torrent of
vituperation�.

abuesive �ə-�by�-siv, -ziv� adj 1 : using or characterized by im-
proper use or action �abusive financial practices� 2 a : con-
taining or using harsh insulting language �an abusive crowd� b
: causing physical harm— abuesiveely adv— abuesiveeness
n

abut �ə-�bət� vb abuteted; abuteting 1 : to touch along a bor-
der or with a projecting part : ������ �the farm abuts on the
road� �stores abut the sidewalk� 2 a : to end at a point of con-
tact b : to lean for support �Medieval French aboter �to border
on,� from a �to� + bout �blow, end��— abuteter n

abutement �ə-�bət-mənt� n 1 : the
place of abutting 2 : something
against which another thing rests its
weight or pushes with force �abut-
ments that support a bridge�

abutetals �ə-�bət-lz� n pl : the bound-
aries of lands with respect to bordering
lands

abysm �ə-�biz-əm� n : ����� �Medieval
French abisme, from Late Latin abys-
sus�

abysemal �ə-�biz-məl� adj 1 : resem-
bling an abyss : immeasurably deep or
huge 2 : ������� 2 — abysemalely
�-mə-le•� adv
synonyms �������, �������
mean unfathomable by ordinary
means. ������� applies chiefly to
figurative depths that seem to be
without a lower limit �abysmal igno-
rance� �abysmal poverty�. ������� refers to the ocean bot-
tom at great depths �fauna of the abyssal zone� �abyssal sedi-
ments�.

abyss �ə-�bis� n 1 : the bottomless gulf, pit, or chaos in old ac-
counts of the origins of the universe 2 : an immeasurably deep
gulf or great space �Late Latin abyssus, from Greek abyssos,
from abyssos �bottomless,� from a- + byssos �depth��

abysesal �ə-�bis-əl� adj 1 : impossible to understand : ������-
������ 2 : of or relating to the bottom waters of the ocean
depths synonyms see �������

Abeysesineiean cat ��ab-ə-�sin-e•-
ən-, -�sin-yən-� n : any of a
breed of medium-sized slender
domestic cats of African origin
with short usually brownish
hair ticked with darker color

ac-� see ��-
-ac ��ak, in a few words ik or ək�
n suffix : one affected with �in-
somniac� �Greek -akos, variant
of -ikos �of or relating to��

acaecia �ə-�ka• -shə� n 1 : ���
������ 2 : any of numerous
shrubs or trees of the legume
family having ball-shaped white or yellow flower clusters and
growing in warm regions �Latin�

aceaedeme ��ak-ə-�de•m� n 1 a : a place of instruction : ������
b : the academic environment 2 : ������ 2

aceaedeemia ��ak-ə-�de•-me•-ə� n : ������� 1b
aceaedemeic ��ak-ə-�dem-ik� adj 1 : of or relating to school or
college �academic excellence� 2 : literary or general rather
than technical or vocational �an academic course� 3 : con-
forming to the traditions or rules of a school �as of literature or
art� or an official academy : ������������ �academic verse�
4 : having no practical significance : ����������� �an aca-
demic question�— aceaedemeiecalely �-�dem-i-kə-le• , -kle•� adv

academic freedom n : freedom to teach or to learn without in-
terference �as by government officials�

aceaedeemiecian ��ak-əd-ə-�mish-ən, ə-�kad-ə-� n : a member of
an academy for promoting science, art, or literature

aceaedemeiecism ��ak-ə-�dem-ə-�siz-əm� also acadeeemism �ə-
�kad-ə-�miz-əm� n : a formal academic manner, style, or content

acadeeemy �ə-�kad-ə-me•� n, pl -mies 1 cap : the school of phi-
losophy founded by Plato 2 a : a school usually above the ele-
mentary level� esp : a private high school b : an institution for
training in special subjects or skills 3 : a society of learned per-
sons united to advance art, science, or literature �Greek Aka-
de•meia, gymnasium in the suburbs of Athens where Plato estab-
lished his school�

Acaediean �ə-�ka•d-e•-ən� n 1 : a native or inhabitant of Acadia
2 : a Louisianian descended from French-speaking immigrants
from Acadia

acanethus �ə-�kan-thəs, -�kant-�
n, pl acanethusees also acan-
thi �-�kan-�th�•� 1 : any of a ge-
nus of prickly herbs of the Med-
iterranean region 2 : a decora-
tion representing the leaves of
the acanthus �Greek akanthos�

a capepelela also a caepelela
���k-ə-�pel-ə� adv or adj : with-
out instrumental accompani-
ment �Italian a cappella �in
chapel style��

acecede �ak-�se•d� vi 1 a : to be-
come a party �as to an agreement� �were invited to accede to
the treaty� b : to give consent : ����� �accede to a proposed
plan� 2 : to enter upon an office or position �acceded to the
throne in 1838� �Latin accedere �to go to,� from ad- + cedere �to
go�� synonyms see ������

aceceeleeranedo ��-�chel-ə-�r�n-do• � adv or adj : gradually faster
� used as a direction in music �Italian�

aceceleereate �ik-�sel-ə-�ra•t, ak-� vb 1 : to bring about at an ear-
lier time �accelerated their departure� 2 a : to hasten the ordi-
nary progress or development of b : to speed up �a course of
study� 3 a : to add to the speed of b : to cause to undergo ac-
celeration� esp : to increase the velocity of c : to move or pro-
gress faster �Latin accelerare, from ad- + celer �swift�� — ac-
celeereaetive �-�ra•t-iv� adj

aceceleereaetion �ik-�sel-ə-�ra• -shən, ak-� n 1 : the act or process
of accelerating : the state of being accelerated 2 : change of
velocity or the rate of such change with respect to time

acceleration of gravity : the acceleration of a freely falling
body under the influence of gravity expressed as the rate of in-
crease of velocity per unit of time with the value being about
9.81 meters �32.2 feet� per second per second

aceceleereaetor �ik-�sel-ə-�ra•t-ər, ak-� n : one that accelerates: as
a : a pedal in a motor vehicle used for varying the supply of
fuel-air mixture to the combustion chamber and so controlling
the speed of the motor b : an apparatus for imparting high ve-
locities to charged particles �as electrons and protons�

aceceleereomeeeter �ik-�sel-ə-�r�m-ət-ər, ak-� n : an instrument
for measuring acceleration or vibrations

1acecent ��ak-�sent� n 1 : a peculiar or characteristic manner of
speech shared by a group �foreign accent� 2 : special promi-
nence given to one syllable of a word �before has the accent on
the last syllable� 3 : rhythmically significant stress on the syl-
lables of a verse usually at regular intervals 4 archaic : �����-
���� 5 : a mark �as #, ‘, “� used chiefly to indicate a specific
sound value, stress, or pitch � compare �����, ����������,
����� 6 : greater stress given to one musical tone than to its
neighbors� also : a mark indicating this 7 a : special concern
or attention : �������� 2 �an accent on youth� b : a small de-
tail in sharp contrast with its surroundings �a color scheme of
grays with red accents� 8 : a mark �as a prime or double
prime� placed to the right of a letter or number and usually
slightly above it �Middle French, �intonation,� from Latin ac-
centus, from ad- + cantus �song, chant��

A abutment 2: abutment
of an arch

Abyssinian cat

acanthus 2
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�ə� abut �au� � out �i� tip �o�� saw �u� � foot
�ər� further �ch� chin ��•� life �o� i� coin �y� yet
�a� mat �e� pet �j� job �th� thin �y�� few
�a•� take �e•� easy �ng� sing ��� this �yu� � cure
��� cot, cart �g� go �o• � bone ��� food �zh� vision

business activity d : an upsurge in activity, interest, or popu-
larity �a folk music boom�

3boom n 1 : a long pole� esp : one for
stretching the bottom of a sail 2 a
: a long beam projecting from the
mast of a derrick to support or
guide the thing that is being lifted
b : a long more or less horizontal
supporting arm �as for a micro-
phone� 3 : a line of connected
floating timbers to hold logs togeth-
er in a river, lake, or harbor �Dutch,
�tree, beam, boom��

boom box n : a large portable radio
and often tape or CD player with
two attached speakers

booemereang ��b�-mə-�rang� n 1
: a curved club or stick usually
somewhat flat that can be thrown so
as to return near the starting point
2 : an act or utterance that backfires
on its originator �from Dharuk �an indigenous language of Aus-
tralia� bumariny�— boomerang vi

boomeing ��b�-ming� adj 1 : making a deep sound �a booming
voice� 2 : forcefully or powerfully executed �hit a booming
serve�

boometown ��b�m-�tau�n� n : a town undergoing a sudden
growth in business activity and population

1boon ��b�n� n : ����� 2, ��������: as a : one given in answer
to a request b : a timely benefit : �������� �Old Norse bo•n
�request��

2boon adj : ���������, ����� �a boon companion� �Medieval
French bon �good,� from Latin bonus�

boonedocks ��b�n-�d�ks� n pl 1 : rough country filled with
dense brush 2 : a rural area : ������ �Tagalog bundok �moun-
tain��

boonedogegle ��b�n-�d�g-əl, -�do�g-� n : a trivial, useless, or
wasteful activity �coined by Robert H. Link, died 1957, Ameri-
can scoutmaster� — boondoggle vi — boonedogegler �-lər,
-ə-lər� n

boor ��bu� r� n 1 : ������� 1 2 a : a rough clownish rustic
: ������� b : a rude or insensitive person �Dutch boer�

booreish ��bu� r-ish� adj : resembling a boor : ����— booreish-
ly adv — booreisheness n

boos plural of ���
1boost ��b�st� vt 1 : to push or shove up from below 2 : to
make greater especially in amount �boost prices� �boost mo-
rale� 3 : to promote enthusiastically the cause or interests of
�origin unknown� synonyms see ����

2boost n 1 : a push upward 2 : an increase in amount 3 : an
act that brings help or encouragement

boosteer ��b�-stər� n : one that boosts: as a : an enthusiastic
supporter b : a device for strengthening radio or television sig-
nals c : ������� ���� d : the first stage of a multistage
rocket providing thrust for the launching and the initial part of
the flight

booster shot n : a supplementary dose of an immunizing agent
given to maintain or revive a previously established immunity

1boot ��b�t� n : something to equalize a trade �Old English bo• t
�advantage, remedy��� to boot : ��������

2boot vb, archaic : to be of use : ����, ������
3boot n 1 : a covering �as of leather or rubber� for the foot and
usually reaching above the ankle 2 : a protective sheath or
casing 3 : a navy or marine corps recruit undergoing basic
training 4 British : an automobile trunk 5 a : a kick with the
foot b : an abrupt discharge or dismissal � used with the
�gave him the boot� �Medieval French bote�

4boot vb 1 : to put boots on 2 a : ���� b : to eject or dis-
charge abruptly � often used with out �was booted out of of-
fice� 3 a : to load or become loaded into a computer from a
disk �load a program� �the program loads automatically� b
: to start, make, or become ready for use especially by booting a
program �boot a microcomputer� �the computer boots quick-
ly� � often used with up

booteblack ��b�t-�blak� n : a person who shines boots and shoes
boot camp n : a camp for the basic training of navy or marine
recruits

booteee or booteie ��b�t-e•� n : a usually ankle-high boot, slip-
per, or sock� esp : an infant�s knitted or crocheted sock

Boeöetes �bo• -�o• t-e•z� n : a northern constellation containing the
bright star Arcturus �Greek Boo• te•s, literally, �plowman,� from
bous �head of cattle��

booth ��b�th� n, pl booths ��b��z, �b�ths� 1 : a temporary
shelter 2 a : a stall or stand �as at a fair� for the sale or exhibi-
tion of goods b (1) : a small enclosure affording privacy for
one person at a time �voting booth� �telephone booth� (2) : a
small enclosure that separates its occupant from customers or
patrons �a ticket booth� c : a restaurant accommodation con-
sisting of a table between two backed benches �Middle English
bothe, of Scandinavian origin�

bootejack ��b�t-� jak� n : a V-shaped device used in pulling off
boots

1booteleg ��b�t-�leg� n : something bootlegged� esp : ���������
3— bootleg adj

2booteleg vb 1 : to make or transport for sale alcoholic liquor
contrary to law 2 a : to produce or sell illicitly �caught boot-
legging recordings� b : ������� 1 �from the carrying of illicit
liquor concealed in the leg of a boot�— bootelegeger �-�leg-ər�
n

booteless ��b�t-ləs� adj : ��������� 2 — bootelessely adv —
bootelesseness n

bootelick �-�lik� vb : to fawn on : curry favor— bootelickeer n
booety ��b�t-e•� n 1 : ����� 1b� esp : goods seized from the ene-
my in war 2 : a rich gain or prize �Middle French butin�

1booze ��b�z� vi : to drink intoxicating liquor especially to excess
�Middle Dutch bTsen�— boozeer ��b�-zər� n

2booze n : intoxicating liquor — boozeiely ��b�-zə-le•� adv —
boozy ��b�-ze•� adj

1bop ��b�p� vt bopped; bopeping : ���, ���� �imitative�
2bop n : a blow �as from a fist or club� that strikes a person
boreage ��bo�r-ij, �b�r-� n : a hairy blue-flowered European herb
used medicinally and in salads �Medieval French bourage�

boerate ��bo• r-�a•t, �bo�r-� n : a salt or ester of a boric acid
boerax ��bo• r-�aks, �bo�r-� n : a crystalline slightly alkaline com-
pound that is a borate of sodium, occurs as a mineral, and is
used as a flux, cleansing agent, and antiseptic �Medieval Latin,
from Arabic bTraq, from Persian bTrah�

boredeaux mixture �bo�r-�do• -� n, often cap B : a fungicide made
by reaction of copper sulfate, lime, and water

1boreder ��bo�rd-ər� n 1 : an outer part or edge 2 : ��������
3 : a narrow bed of plants along the edge of a garden or walk 4
: an ornamental design at the edge of a fabric or rug �Medieval
French bordure, from border �to border,� from bort �border,� of
Germanic origin�— boredered �-ərd� adj
synonyms ������, ����, ������ mean a line or narrow
space marking the limit or outermost bound of something. A
������ is that part of a surface lying along its boundary line
�lived on the border of the plains�. ���� suggests a sharp line
marking a fixed limit �the edge of the table�. ������ suggests
a border of definite width or distinctive character �do not
write in the margin of the page�.

2border vb boredered; boredereing ��bo�rd-ring, -ə-ring� 1 : to
put a border on 2 : to touch at the edge or boundary : �����
3 : to lie on the border of something �the town borders on the
sea� 4 : to approach the nature of a specified thing : �����
�border on the ridiculous�— boredereer �-ər-ər� n

boredereland ��bo�rd-ər-�land� n 1 : territory at or near a border
: �������� 2 : a vague intermediate state or region �the bor-
derland between fantasy and reality�

boredereline �-�l�•n� adj 1 : situated at or near a border or
boundary 2 a : situated between two points or states : �����-
������� b : not quite average, normal, or acceptable �border-
line intelligence� �a borderline joke�

1bore ��bo• r, �bo�r� vb 1 : to pierce with or as if with a turning or
twisting movement of a tool �bore a piece of wood� 2 : to
make by piercing or drilling �bore a well� 3 : to make a hole
by boring �Old English borian�

2bore n 1 : a hole made by or as if by boring 2 : an interior
lengthwise cylindrical cavity� esp : the interior cavity of a gun
3 a : the diameter of a hole or tube� esp : the interior diameter
of a gun barrel b : the diameter of an engine cylinder

3bore past of ����
4bore n : a tidal flood with a high abrupt front �Old Norse ba• ra
�wave��

5bore n : one that causes boredom �origin unknown�
6bore vt : to weary by being dull or monotonous
boereeal ��bo• r-e•-əl, �bo�r-� adj : of, relating to, or located or grow-
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the book� b : to fill or stop up �close a crack with plaster� c
: to make complete by circling or enveloping or by making con-
tinuous �close a circuit� 5 : to fold, swing, or slide so as to
leave no opening �the door closed� 6 a : to draw near �the
ship was closing with the island� b : to engage in a struggle at
close quarters : ������� �close with the enemy� 7 : to reach
an agreement on �close a deal� �Medieval French clos-, stem of
clore, from Latin claudere �to close��— closeable ��klo• -zə-bəl�
adj— closeer n
synonyms �����, ��������, ���������, ��� mean to
bring or come to a stopping point or limit. ����� implies shut-
ting off from outside forces that could cause further develop-
ment or change �close an account�. �������� adds a sugges-
tion of formality �the church service concluded with a pray-
er�. ��������� implies setting a limit with or without
completing �your employment terminates after three months�.
��� stresses finality and usually implies an achievement of
progress or concluding of a sequence �an armistice ended hos-
tilities� �the years ending the colonial period�.

2close ��klo•z� n 1 a : a coming or bringing to a conclusion b
: ���������, ��� 2 : the last part �as of a speech or play�

3close ��klo• s� n : an enclosed area
4close ��klo• s� adj 1 : having no openings : ������ 2 : con-
fined or carefully guarded �close arrest� 3 : restricted �as in
membership� to a privileged group 4 a : ���-��-���-��� 1,
�������� b : ��������� 5 : �������� 1 �keep close
watch� 6 : hot and stuffy 7 : reluctant to give up money or
possessions 8 : having little space between items or units �fly-
ing in close formation� 9 a : fitting tightly or exactly �a close
gown� b : very short or near to the surface �a close haircut�
c : matching or blending without gap �ideas in close harmony�
10 : being near in time, space, effect, or degree �at close range�
11 : intimately associated : �������� �close friends� 12 a
: very precise and attentive to details �a close study� b
:marked by faithfulness to an original �a close copy� 13 : hav-
ing an even or nearly even score �a close game� synonyms see
������ — closeely adv — closeeness n

5close ��klo• s� adv : in a close position or manner : ����
close call ��klo• s-� n : a narrow escape
closed ��klo•zd� adj 1 a : not open : �������� b : composed
entirely of closed tubes or vessels �a closed circulatory system�
2 a : forming a self-contained unit �a closed association� b (1)
: able to be traced by a moving point that returns to any given
starting point �a circle is a closed curve�� also : having a shape
so that an intersection by any plane has the shape of a closed
curve �a sphere is a closed solid� (2) : having elements that
when a mathematical operation �as addition� is performed on
them produce only other elements of the same set �the set of
whole numbers is closed under addition and multiplication�
(3) : containing its endpoints �a closed interval� c : character-
ized by continuous return or reuse of the working substance �a
closed cooling system� 3 : confined to a few �a closed meet-
ing� 4 : ending in a consonant �a closed syllable�

closed circuit n : a television installation in which the signal is
transmitted by wire to a limited number of receivers

closed shop n : an establishment in which only union members
in good standing are hired

closeefisteed ��klo• s-�fis-təd� adj : ������ 1, �����������
close–grained �-�gra•nd� adj : having a firm smooth texture
close–hauled �-�ho� ld� adj : having the sails set for sailing as
nearly against the wind as the vessel will go

close in ��klo•z-� vi 1 : to gather in close all around with an op-
pressing or isolating effect �despair closed in on her� 2 : to ap-
proach to close quarters �the police closed in�

closeemouthed �-�mau��d, -�mau� tht� adj : cautious in speaking
or disclosing information

closeeout ��klo• -�zau� t� n : a sale of leftover merchandise
close quarters ��klo• s-� n pl : direct contact or close range
�fought at close quarters�

close shave n : a narrow escape
1closeet ��kl�z-ət� n 1 : an apartment or small room for privacy

2 : a cabinet or recess for china, household utensils, or clothing
3 : ����� ������ �Medieval French closett �small enclosure,�
from clos �enclosure,� from clore �to close��

2closet vt 1 : to shut up in or as if in a closet �closeted myself in
my room� 2 : to take into a private room for an interview
�closeted for an hour with the governor�

closet drama n : drama suited primarily for reading

close–up ��klo• s-�əp� n 1 : a photograph or movie shot taken at
close range 2 : an intimate view or examination

closeing ��klo• -zing� n 1 : a concluding part �as of a speech� 2
: a closable gap �as in a garment�

closetrideieum �kl�-�strid-e•-əm� n, pl -ia �-e•-ə� : any of various
spore-forming mostly anaerobic soil or intestinal bacteria in-
cluding some that produce deadly toxins � compare ����-
����, ������� �derived from Greek klo•ste•r �spindle,� from
klo• thein �to spin��

cloesure ��klo• -zhər� n 1 : an act of closing : the condition of
being closed 2 : something that closes 3 : ������� 4 : the
property that a number system or a set has when it is mathemat-
ically closed under an operation �the set of whole numbers does
not have closure under division� 5 : an often comforting or
satisfying sense of finality� also : something �as a satisfying end-
ing� that provides such a sense

1clot ��kl�t� n : a mass or lump made by a portion of a liquid sub-
stance thickening and sticking together �a clot of blood� �Old
English clott�

2clot vb cloteted; cloteting : to become thick and partly solid
: form clots

cloth ��klo� th� n, pl cloths ��klo��z, �klo� ths� 1 : a material made
usually by weaving, felting, or knitting natural or synthetic fi-
bers 2 : a piece of cloth used for a particular purpose� esp
: ���������� 3 : distinctive dress of a profession or calling
and especially of the clergy� also : ������ �Old English cla• th�

clothe ��klo•�� vt clothed or clad ��klad�� clotheing 1 a : to
cover with or as if with cloth or clothing : ����� b : to provide
with clothes 2 : to express by suitable language : �����
�learn to clothe your thought effectively� 3 : to endow espe-
cially with a quality �clothed with dignity� �Old English
cla• thian, from cla• th �cloth, garment��

clothes ��klo•z, �klo•�z� n pl 1 : �������� 2 : ����������
clothesehorse �-�ho�rs� n 1 : a frame on which to hang clothes
2 : one overly concerned with fashion

clothes moth n : any of several small dull-colored moths whose
larvae eat wool, fur, or feathers

clothesepin �-�pin� n : a forked piece of wood or plastic or a
clamp for holding clothes on a line

clothesepress �-�pres� n : a receptacle �as a bureau� for clothes
clotheier ��klo•�-yər, �klo• -�e•-ər� n : one who makes or sells
cloth or clothing

clotheing ��klo• -�ing� n 1 : garments or an outfit of garments
2 : an outer or protective covering �the trees� green clothing�

cloeture ��klo• -chər� n : the closing or limiting of debate in a leg-
islative body especially by calling for a vote �French cl�ture, lit-
erally, �closure��— cloture vt

1cloud ��klau�d� n 1 : a vis-
ible mass of particles of wa-
ter or ice in the form of fog,
mist, or haze suspended
usually at a considerable
height in the air 2 : some-
thing resembling or suggest-
ing a cloud: as a : a visible
mass of minute particles in
the air or a mass of obscur-
ing matter in interstellar
space b : an aggregate of
charged particles �as elec-
trons� c : a great crowd
massed together : �����
�a cloud of mosquitoes� 3
: something that appears
dark or threatening �war clouds� 4 : something that obscures
or blemishes �worked under a cloud of secrecy� 5 : a dark
vein or spot �as in marble� 6 : the computers and connections
that support cloud computing �storing files in the cloud� �Old
English clTd �rock, hill�� — cloudeless �-ləs� adj — cloud-
lessely adv — cloudelesseness n

2cloud vb 1 : to grow cloudy 2 : to make or become gloomy or
ominous �her face clouded with worry� 3 : to envelop or hide
with or as if with a cloud �smog clouded our view� 4 : to make

cloud 1: 1 cirrus, 2 cirrostratus,
3 cirrocumulus, 4 altostratus,

5 stratocumulus, 6 nimbostratus,
7 cumulus, 8 cumulonimbus,

9 stratus

close O cloud177

�ə� abut �au� � out �i� tip �o�� saw �u� � foot
�ər� further �ch� chin ��•� life �o� i� coin �y� yet
�a� mat �e� pet �j� job �th� thin �y�� few
�a•� take �e•� easy �ng� sing ��� this �yu� � cure
��� cot, cart �g� go �o• � bone ��� food �zh� vision


