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ed£​i£​fice \Çe-dÑ-fÑs\ n :�a usu. large build-
ing

ed£​it \Çe-dÑt\ vb  1 :�to revise, assemble, or 
prepare for publication or release (as a 
motion picture)  2 :�to direct the publica-
tion and policies of (as a newspaper)  3 
:�delete ó ed£​i£​tor \Çe-dÑ-tÑr\ n ó ed-​
i£​tor£​ship n ó ed£​i£​tress \-trÑs\ n

edi£​tion \i-Çdi-shÑn\ n  1 :� the form in 
which a text is published  2 :� the total 
number of copies (as of a book) pub-
lished at one time  3 :�version

�1ed£​i£​to£​ri£​al \Ée-dÑ-Çtïr-á-Ñl\ adj  1 :�of or 
relating to an editor or editing  2 :�being 
or resembling an editorial ó ed£​i£​to£​ri-​
al£​ly adv

�2editorial n :�an article (as in a newspaper) 
giving the views of the editors or publish-
ers; also :� an expression of opinion re-
sembling an editorial ≤a television ¶≥

ed£​i£​to£​ri£​al£​ize \Ée-dÑ-Çtïr-á-Ñ-Élàz\ vb 
-ized; -iz£​ing  1 :�to express an opinion in 
an editorial  2 :� to introduce opinions 
into factual reporting  3 :�to express an 
opinion ó ed£​i£​to£​ri£​al£​i£​za£​tion \-Étïr-á-
Ñ-lÑ-ÇzÜ-shÑn\ n ó ed£​i£​to£​ri£​al£​iz£​er n

EDP abbr electronic data processing
EDT abbr Eastern daylight (saving) time
educ abbr education; educational
ed£​u£​ca£​ble \Çe-jÑ-kÑ-bÑl\ adj :�capable of 
being educated

ed£​u£​cate \Çe-jÑ-ÉkÜt\ vb -cat£​ed; -cat£​ing 
[ME, to rear, fr. L educatus, pp. of edu-
care, fr. educere to lead forth, draw out]  
1 :�to provide with schooling  2 :�to de-
velop mentally and morally; also :�to pro-
vide with information   ♦ Synonyms 
train, discipline, school, instruct, 
teach ó ed£​u£​ca£​tor \-ÉkÜ-tÑr\ n

ed£​u£​ca£​tion \Ée-jÑ-ÇkÜ-shÑn\ n  1 :�the ac-
tion or process of educating or being ed-
ucated  2 :�a field of study dealing with 
methods of teaching and learning ó ed-​
u£​ca£​tion£​al \-shÑ-nÑl\ adj ó ed£​u£​ca-​
tion£​al£​ly adv

educational� television n  1 :� television 
that provides educational programming 
(as for students)  2 :�television (as public 
television) that receives support from 
contributions rather than from commer-
cials

educe \i-Çd¸s, -Çdy¸s\ vb educed; educ-​
ing  1 :� elicit, evoke  2 :� deduce   
♦ Synonyms extract, evince, ex-
tort

ed£​u£​tain£​ment \Ée-jÑ-ÇtÜn-mÑnt\ n :� en-
tertainment that is designed to be educa-
tional

�1-ee \Çá, (É)á\ n suffix  1 :�one that receives 
or benefits from (a specified action or 
thing) ≤grantee≥ ≤patentee≥  2 :�a person 
who does (a specified action) ≤escapee≥

�2-ee n suffix  1 :� a particular esp. small 
kind of ≤bootee≥  2 :�one resembling or 
suggestive of ≤goatee≥

EE abbr electrical engineer
EEC abbr European Economic Commu-
nity

EEG abbr  1 electroencephalogram  2 
electroencephalograph

eel \Çál\ n :� any of numerous snakelike 
bony fishes with a smooth slimy skin

EEO abbr equal employment opportunity
ee£​rie also ee£​ry \Çir-á\ adj ee£​ri£​er; -est 
:�weird, uncanny ó ee£​ri£​ly \Çir-Ñ-lá\ 
adv

eff abbr efficiency
ef£​face \i-ÇfÜs, e-\ vb ef£​faced; ef£​fac£​ing 
:� to obliterate or obscure by or as if by 
rubbing out   ♦ Synonyms erase, de-
lete, annul, cancel, expunge ó ef-​
face£​able adj ó ef£​face£​ment n

�1ef£​fect \i-Çfekt\ n  1 :�meaning, intent  2 
:�result  3 :�appearance  4 :� influ-
ence  5 pl :�goods, possessions  6 :�the 
quality or state of being operative :�op-
eration   ♦ Synonyms consequence, 
outcome, upshot, aftermath, issue

�2effect vb :�to cause to happen ≤¶ repairs≥ 
≤¶ changes≥

ef£​fec£​tive \i-Çfek-tiv\ adj  1 :�producing a 
decisive or desired effect  2 :�impressive, 
striking  3 :�ready for service or action 
≤¶ manpower≥  4 :�being in effect ó ef-​
fec£​tive£​ly adv ó ef£​fec£​tive£​ness n

ef£​fec£​tu£​al \i-Çfek-chÑ-wÑl\ adj :�produc-
ing an intended effect :�adequate ó ef-​
fec£​tu£​al£​ly adv

ef£​fec£​tu£​ate \i-Çfek-chÑ-ÉwÜt\ vb -at£​ed; 
-at£​ing :�bring about, effect

ef£​fem£​i£​nate \Ñ-Çfe-mÑ-nÑt\ adj :�marked 
by qualities more typical of women than 
men ó ef£​fem£​i£​na£​cy \-nÑ-sá\ n

ef£​fen£​di \e-Çfen-dá\ n [Turk efendi mas-
ter, fr. ModGk authentás] :� a man of 
property, authority, or education in an 
eastern Mediterranean country

ef£​fer£​ent \Çe-fÑ-rÑnt\ adj :�bearing or con-
ducting outward from a more central 
part ≤¶ nerves≥

ef£​fer£​vesce \Ée-fÑr-Çves\ vb -vesced; 
-vesc£​ing  1 :�to bubble and hiss as gas 
escapes  2 :�to show liveliness or exhilara-
tion ó ef£​fer£​ves£​cence \-Çve-s´ns\ n ó 
ef£​fer£​ves£​cent \-s´nt\ adj ó ef£​fer£​ves-​
cent£​ly adv

ef£​fete \e-Çfát\ adj  1 :�having lost charac-
ter, vitality, or strength; also :�decadent  
2 :�effeminate

ef£​fi£​ca£​cious \Ée-fÑ-ÇkÜ-shÑs\ adj :� pro-
ducing an intended effect ≤¶ remedies≥   
♦ Synonyms effectual, effective, 
efficient ó ef£​fi£​ca£​cy \Çe-fi-kÑ-sá\ n

ef£​fi£​cient \i-Çfi-shÑnt\ adj :�productive of 
desired effects esp. without waste ó ef-​
fi£​cien£​cy \-shÑn-sá\ n ó ef£​fi£​cient£​ly 
adv

ef£​fi£​gy \Çe-fÑ-já\ n, pl -gies :�image; esp 
:�a crude figure of a hated person

ef£​flo£​res£​cence \Ée-flÑ-Çre-s´ns\ n  1 :�the 
period or state of flowering  2 :�the action 
or process of developing  3 :�fullness of 
development :�flowering

ef£​flu£​ence \Çe-Éfl¸-Ñns\ n :� something 
that flows out

ef£​flu£​ent \Çe-Éfl¸-Ñnt\ n :�something that 
flows out; esp :� a fluid (as sewage) dis-
charged as waste ó effluent adj

ef£​flu£​vi£​um \e-Çfl¸-vá-Ñm\ n, pl -via \-vá-
Ñ\ also -vi£​ums [L, outflow]  1 :�a usu. 
unpleasant emanation  2 :�a by-product 
usu. in the form of waste

ef£​fort \Çe-fÑrt\ n  1 :�exertion, endeav-
or; also :�a product of effort  2 :�active or 
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711 sub atom ic • sub merse

subatmospheric
subaverage
subbasement
subcategory
subcellular
subchapter
subclass

subclassify
subcommittee
subcontract
subcontractor
subculture
subcutaneous
subdiscipline

subentry
subfamily
subfield
subfreezing
subgenre
subgenus
subgroup

subhead
subheading
subhuman
subkingdom
sublethal
subliterate

assembled unit to be incorporated with 
other units in a finished product

sub£​atom£​ic \ÉsÑb-Ñ-Çt‰-mik\ adj : of or 
relating to the inside of the atom or to 
particles smaller than atoms

sub£​clin£​i£​cal \ÉsÑb-Çkli-nÑ-kÑl\ adj : not 
detectable by the usual clinical tests ≤a 
¶ infection≥

sub£​com£​pact \ÇsÑb-Çk‰m-Épakt\ n : an 
automobile smaller than a compact

 1sub£​con£​scious \ÉsÑb-Çk‰n-chÑs, ÇsÑb-\ 
adj : existing in the mind without enter-
ing conscious awareness ó sub£​con-​
scious£​ly adv ó sub£​con£​scious£​ness n

 2subconscious n : mental activities just 
below the threshold of consciousness

sub£​con£​ti£​nent \ÉsÑb-Çk‰n-tÑ-nÑnt\ n : a 
major subdivision of a continent ó sub-​
con£​ti£​nen£​tal \ÉsÑb-Ék‰n-tÑ-Çnen-t´l\ adj

sub£​di£​vide \ÉsÑb-dÑ-Çvàd, ÇsÑb-dÑ-Évàd\ vb 
: to divide the parts of into more parts; 
esp : to divide (a tract of land) into build-
ing lots ó sub£​di£​vi£​sion \-Çvi-zhÑn, 
-Évi-\ n

sub£​duc£​tion \sÑb-ÇdÑk-shÑn\ n : the de-
scent of the edge of one crustal plate be-
neath the edge of an adjacent plate

sub£​due \sÑb-Çd¸, -Çdy¸\ vb sub£​dued; 
sub£​du£​ing  1 : to bring into subjection 
: vanquish  2 : to bring under control 
: curb  3 : to reduce the intensity of

subj abbr  1 subject  2 subjunctive
 1sub£​ject \ÇsÑb-jikt\ n [ME suget, subget, fr. 
AF, fr. L subjectus one under authority & 
subjectum subject of a proposition, fr. 
subicere to subject, lit., to throw under, 
fr. sub‑ under + jacere to throw]  1 : a 
person under the authority of another  2 
: a person subject to a sovereign  3 : an 
individual that is studied or experiment-
ed on  4 : the person or thing discussed or 
treated : topic, theme  5 : a word or 
word group denoting that of which some-
thing is predicated

 2subject adj  1 : being under the power or 
rule of another  2 : liable, exposed ≤¶ 
to floods≥  3 : dependent on some act or 
condition ≤appointment ¶ to senate ap-
proval≥   ♦ Synonyms subordinate, 
secondary, tributary, collateral, 
dependent

 3sub£​ject \sÑb-Çjekt\ vb  1 : to bring under 
control : conquer  2 : to make liable  3 
: to cause to undergo or endure ó sub-​
jec£​tion \-Çjek-shÑn\ n

sub£​jec£​tive \(É)sÑb-Çjek-tiv\ adj  1 : of, 
relating to, or constituting a subject  2 
: of, relating to, or arising within oneús 
self or mind in contrast to what is outside 
: personal ≤¶ judgments≥ ≤a ¶ sensa-
tion≥ ó sub£​jec£​tive£​ly adv ó sub£​jec-​
tiv£​i£​ty \-Éjek-Çti-vÑ-tá\ n

subject matter n : matter presented for 
consideration, discussion, or study

sub£​join \(É)sÑb-Çjïin\ vb : append ≤¶ed 
a statement of expenses to her report≥

sub ju£​di£​ce \(É)sòb-Çy¸-di-ÉkÜ, ÇsÑb-Çj¸-
dÑ-(É)sá\ adv [L] : before a judge or court 
: not yet legally decided

sub£​ju£​gate \ÇsÑb-ji-ÉgÜt\ vb -gat£​ed; 
-gat£​ing : conquer, subdue; also : en-
slave   ♦ Synonyms reduce, over-
come, overthrow, vanquish, defeat, 
beat ó sub£​ju£​ga£​tion \ÉsÑb-ji-ÇgÜ-shÑn\ 
n

sub£​junc£​tive \sÑb-ÇjÑnk-tiv\ adj : of, re-
lating to, or constituting a verb form that 
represents an act or state as contingent or 
possible or viewed emotionally (as with 
desire) ≤the ¶ mood≥ ó subjunctive n

sub£​lease \ÇsÑb-Çlás, -Élás\ n : a lease by a 
lessee of part or all of leased premises to 
another person with the original lessee 
retaining some right under the original 
lease ó sublease vb

 1sub£​let \ÇsÑb-Çlet\ vb -let; -let£​ting : to let 
all or a part of (a leased property) to an-
other; also : to rent (a property) from a 
lessee

 2sublet \-Élet\ n : property and esp. hous-
ing obtained by or available through a 
sublease

sub£​li£​mate \ÇsÑ-blÑ-ÉmÜt\ vb -mat£​ed; 
-mat£​ing  1 : sublime  2 : to direct the 
expression of (as a desire or impulse) 
from a primitive to a more socially and 
culturally acceptable form ó sub£​li£​ma-​
tion \ÉsÑ-blÑ-ÇmÜ-shÑn\ n

 1sub£​lime \sÑ-Çblàm\ vb sub£​limed; sub-​
lim£​ing : to pass or cause to pass directly 
from the solid to the vapor state

 2sublime adj  1 : exalted, noble  2 
: having awe-inspiring beauty or gran-
deur   ♦ Synonyms glorious, splen-
did, superb, resplendent, gorgeous 
ó sub£​lime£​ly adv ó sub£​lim£​i£​ty \-Çbli-
mÑ-tá\ n

sub£​lim£​i£​nal \(É)sÑb-Çli-mÑ-n´l, ÇsÑb-\ adj 
[sub‑ + L limin‑, limen threshold]  1 : in-
adequate to produce a sensation or men-
tal awareness ≤¶ stimuli≥  2 : existing or 
functioning below the threshold of con-
sciousness ≤the ¶ mind≥ ≤¶ advertis-
ing≥

sub£​ma£​chine gun \ÉsÑb-mÑ-Çshán-ÉgÑn\ 
n : an automatic firearm fired from the 
shoulder or hip

 1sub£​ma£​rine \ÇsÑb-mÑ-Érán, ÉsÑb-mÑ-Çrán\ 
adj : underwater; esp : undersea

 2submarine n  1 : a naval vessel designed 
to operate underwater  2 : a large sand-
wich made from a long split roll with any 
of a variety of fillings

sub£​merge \sÑb-ÇmÑrj\ vb sub£​merged; 
sub£​merg£​ing  1 : to put or plunge under 
the surface of water  2 : inundate ó 
sub£​mer£​gence \-ÇmÑr-jÑns\ n

sub£​merse \sÑb-ÇmÑrs\ vb sub£​mersed; 
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subatmospheric
subaverage
subbasement
subcategory
subcellular
subchapter
subclass

subclassify
subcommittee
subcontract
subcontractor
subculture
subcutaneous
subdiscipline

subentry
subfamily
subfield
subfreezing
subgenre
subgenus
subgroup

subhead
subheading
subhuman
subkingdom
sublethal
subliterate

assembled unit to be incorporated with 
other units in a finished product

sub£​atom£​ic \ÉsÑb-Ñ-Çt‰-mik\ adj : of or 
relating to the inside of the atom or to 
particles smaller than atoms

sub£​clin£​i£​cal \ÉsÑb-Çkli-nÑ-kÑl\ adj : not 
detectable by the usual clinical tests ≤a 
¶ infection≥

sub£​com£​pact \ÇsÑb-Çk‰m-Épakt\ n : an 
automobile smaller than a compact

 1sub£​con£​scious \ÉsÑb-Çk‰n-chÑs, ÇsÑb-\ 
adj : existing in the mind without enter-
ing conscious awareness ó sub£​con-​
scious£​ly adv ó sub£​con£​scious£​ness n

 2subconscious n : mental activities just 
below the threshold of consciousness

sub£​con£​ti£​nent \ÉsÑb-Çk‰n-tÑ-nÑnt\ n : a 
major subdivision of a continent ó sub-​
con£​ti£​nen£​tal \ÉsÑb-Ék‰n-tÑ-Çnen-t´l\ adj

sub£​di£​vide \ÉsÑb-dÑ-Çvàd, ÇsÑb-dÑ-Évàd\ vb 
: to divide the parts of into more parts; 
esp : to divide (a tract of land) into build-
ing lots ó sub£​di£​vi£​sion \-Çvi-zhÑn, 
-Évi-\ n

sub£​duc£​tion \sÑb-ÇdÑk-shÑn\ n : the de-
scent of the edge of one crustal plate be-
neath the edge of an adjacent plate

sub£​due \sÑb-Çd¸, -Çdy¸\ vb sub£​dued; 
sub£​du£​ing  1 : to bring into subjection 
: vanquish  2 : to bring under control 
: curb  3 : to reduce the intensity of

subj abbr  1 subject  2 subjunctive
 1sub£​ject \ÇsÑb-jikt\ n [ME suget, subget, fr. 
AF, fr. L subjectus one under authority & 
subjectum subject of a proposition, fr. 
subicere to subject, lit., to throw under, 
fr. sub‑ under + jacere to throw]  1 : a 
person under the authority of another  2 
: a person subject to a sovereign  3 : an 
individual that is studied or experiment-
ed on  4 : the person or thing discussed or 
treated : topic, theme  5 : a word or 
word group denoting that of which some-
thing is predicated

 2subject adj  1 : being under the power or 
rule of another  2 : liable, exposed ≤¶ 
to floods≥  3 : dependent on some act or 
condition ≤appointment ¶ to senate ap-
proval≥   ♦ Synonyms subordinate, 
secondary, tributary, collateral, 
dependent

 3sub£​ject \sÑb-Çjekt\ vb  1 : to bring under 
control : conquer  2 : to make liable  3 
: to cause to undergo or endure ó sub-​
jec£​tion \-Çjek-shÑn\ n

sub£​jec£​tive \(É)sÑb-Çjek-tiv\ adj  1 : of, 
relating to, or constituting a subject  2 
: of, relating to, or arising within oneús 
self or mind in contrast to what is outside 
: personal ≤¶ judgments≥ ≤a ¶ sensa-
tion≥ ó sub£​jec£​tive£​ly adv ó sub£​jec-​
tiv£​i£​ty \-Éjek-Çti-vÑ-tá\ n

subject matter n : matter presented for 
consideration, discussion, or study

sub£​join \(É)sÑb-Çjïin\ vb : append ≤¶ed 
a statement of expenses to her report≥

sub ju£​di£​ce \(É)sòb-Çy¸-di-ÉkÜ, ÇsÑb-Çj¸-
dÑ-(É)sá\ adv [L] : before a judge or court 
: not yet legally decided

sub£​ju£​gate \ÇsÑb-ji-ÉgÜt\ vb -gat£​ed; 
-gat£​ing : conquer, subdue; also : en-
slave   ♦ Synonyms reduce, over-
come, overthrow, vanquish, defeat, 
beat ó sub£​ju£​ga£​tion \ÉsÑb-ji-ÇgÜ-shÑn\ 
n

sub£​junc£​tive \sÑb-ÇjÑnk-tiv\ adj : of, re-
lating to, or constituting a verb form that 
represents an act or state as contingent or 
possible or viewed emotionally (as with 
desire) ≤the ¶ mood≥ ó subjunctive n

sub£​lease \ÇsÑb-Çlás, -Élás\ n : a lease by a 
lessee of part or all of leased premises to 
another person with the original lessee 
retaining some right under the original 
lease ó sublease vb

 1sub£​let \ÇsÑb-Çlet\ vb -let; -let£​ting : to let 
all or a part of (a leased property) to an-
other; also : to rent (a property) from a 
lessee

 2sublet \-Élet\ n : property and esp. hous-
ing obtained by or available through a 
sublease

sub£​li£​mate \ÇsÑ-blÑ-ÉmÜt\ vb -mat£​ed; 
-mat£​ing  1 : sublime  2 : to direct the 
expression of (as a desire or impulse) 
from a primitive to a more socially and 
culturally acceptable form ó sub£​li£​ma-​
tion \ÉsÑ-blÑ-ÇmÜ-shÑn\ n

 1sub£​lime \sÑ-Çblàm\ vb sub£​limed; sub-​
lim£​ing : to pass or cause to pass directly 
from the solid to the vapor state

 2sublime adj  1 : exalted, noble  2 
: having awe-inspiring beauty or gran-
deur   ♦ Synonyms glorious, splen-
did, superb, resplendent, gorgeous 
ó sub£​lime£​ly adv ó sub£​lim£​i£​ty \-Çbli-
mÑ-tá\ n

sub£​lim£​i£​nal \(É)sÑb-Çli-mÑ-n´l, ÇsÑb-\ adj 
[sub‑ + L limin‑, limen threshold]  1 : in-
adequate to produce a sensation or men-
tal awareness ≤¶ stimuli≥  2 : existing or 
functioning below the threshold of con-
sciousness ≤the ¶ mind≥ ≤¶ advertis-
ing≥

sub£​ma£​chine gun \ÉsÑb-mÑ-Çshán-ÉgÑn\ 
n : an automatic firearm fired from the 
shoulder or hip

 1sub£​ma£​rine \ÇsÑb-mÑ-Érán, ÉsÑb-mÑ-Çrán\ 
adj : underwater; esp : undersea

 2submarine n  1 : a naval vessel designed 
to operate underwater  2 : a large sand-
wich made from a long split roll with any 
of a variety of fillings

sub£​merge \sÑb-ÇmÑrj\ vb sub£​merged; 
sub£​merg£​ing  1 : to put or plunge under 
the surface of water  2 : inundate ó 
sub£​mer£​gence \-ÇmÑr-jÑns\ n

sub£​merse \sÑb-ÇmÑrs\ vb sub£​mersed; 
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507� optical�art�•�or�ches�trate
optics   2  :�optic   3  :�of,  relating  to, or 
using light

optical�art n :�nonobjective art character-
ized by the use of geometric patterns of-
ten for an illusory effect

optical�disk n :�a disk on which informa-
tion  has  been  recorded  digitally  and 
which is read using a laser

optical�fiber n :�a single fiber-optic strand
op£​ti£​cian \‰p-Çti-shÑn\ n  1 :�a maker of 
or  dealer  in  optical  items  and  instru-
ments  2 :�a person who makes or orders 
eyeglasses and contact lenses to prescrip-
tion and sells them

op£​tics \Ç‰p-tiks\ n :�a science that deals 
with the nature and properties of light

op£​ti£​mal \Ç‰p-tÑ-mÑl\ adj :�most desirable 
or satisfactory ó op£​ti£​mal£​ly adv

op£​ti£​mism  \Ç‰p-tÑ-Émi-zÑm\  n  [F  opti-
misme, fr. L optimum, n., best, fr. neut. of 
optimus  best]    1  :� a  doctrine  that  this 
world  is  the best possible world   2  :�an 
inclination to anticipate the best possible 
outcome  of  actions  or  events  ó  op£​ti-​
mist  \-mist\  n  ó  op£​ti£​mis£​tic  \É‰p-tÑ-
Çmis-tik\  adj  ó  op£​ti£​mis£​ti£​cal£​ly  \-ti-
k(Ñ-)lá\ adv

op£​ti£​mize \Ç‰p-tÑ-Émàz\ vb -�mized; -�miz-​
ing  :� to  make  as  perfect,  effective,  or 
functional  as  possible  ó  op£​ti£​mi£​za-​
tion \É‰p-tÑ-mÑ-ÇzÜ-shÑn\ n

op£​ti£​mum \Ç‰p-tÑ-mÑm\ n, pl -ma \-mÑ\ 
also -mums [L] :�the amount or degree of 
something most favorable to an end; also 
:�greatest degree attained under  implied 
or specified conditions

op£​tion  \Ç‰p-shÑn\  n    1  :� the  power  or 
right to choose  2 :�a right to buy or sell 
something  at  a  specified  price  during  a 
specified  period    3  :� something  offered 
for choice ó op£​tion£​al \-shÑ-nÑl\ adj

op£​tom£​e£​try  \‰p-Çt‰-mÑ-trá\  n  :� the 
health-care  profession  concerned  esp. 
with examining the eyes for defects of vi-
sion  and  with  prescribing  corrective 
lenses or eye exercises ó op£​to£​met£​ric 
\É‰p-tÑ-Çme-trik\  adj  ó  op£​tom£​e£​trist 
\‰p-Çt‰-mÑ-trist\ n

opt�out vb :�to choose not to participate
op£​u£​lence \Ç‰-pyÑ-lÑns\ n  1 :�wealth  2 
:�abundance

op£​u£​lent \Ç‰-pyÑ-lÑnt\ adj  1 :�wealthy  
2 :�richly abundant ó op£​u£​lent£​ly adv

opus  \Çã-pÑs\  n,  pl  opera  \Çã-pÑ-rÑ,  Ç‰-\ 
also opus£​es \Çã-pÑ-sÑz\ :�work; esp :�a 
musical composition

or \Çïr\ conj ó used as a function word to 
indicate an alternative ≤sink ¶ swim≥

OR abbr  1 operating room  2 Oregon
-or  n suffix  :�one  that  does  a  (specified) 
thing ≤calculator≥

or£​a£​cle \Çïr-Ñ-kÑl\ n  1 :�one held to give 
divinely  inspired  answers  or  revelations  
2  :� an  authoritative  or  wise  utterance; 
also :�a person of great authority or wis-
dom ó orac£​u£​lar \ï-Çra-kyÑ-lÑr\ adj

�1oral  \Çïr-Ñl\ adj   1  :�spoken  ≤an ¶ re-
port≥  2 :�of, given through, or involving 
the mouth ≤an ¶ vaccine≥  3 :�of, relat-
ing to, or characterized by the first stage 
of psychosexual development in psycho-
analytic theory in which libidinal gratifi-

cation is derived from intake (as of food), 
by sucking, and later by biting  4 :�relat-
ing  to  or  characterized  by  personality 
traits of passive dependency and aggres-
siveness ó oral£​ly adv

�2oral n :�an oral examination ó usu. used 
in pl.

oral�sex n :�oral stimulation of the geni-
tals :�cunnilingus, fellatio

orang \Ñ-Çraä\ n :�orangutan
or£​ange \Ç‰r-inj, Çïr-\ n  1 :�a juicy citrus 
fruit with  reddish yellow rind; also  :�an 
evergreen tree with fragrant white flow-
ers  that bears  this  fruit   2  :�a color be-
tween red and yellow ó or£​ang£​ey or or-​
angy \Ç‰r-in-já, Çïr-\ adj

or£​ange£​ade \É‰r-in-ÇjÜd, Éïr-\ n :�a bever-
age of orange juice, sugar, and water

orange�hawkweed n :�a weedy herb re-
lated to the daisies with bright orange-red 
flower heads

or£​ange£​ry \Ç‰r-inj-rá, Çïr-\ n, pl -ries :�a 
protected  place  (as  a  greenhouse)  for 
raising oranges in cool climates

orang£​utan  \Ñ-Çraä-Ñ-Étaä,  -Étan\  n  [Ba-
zaar Malay (Malay-based pidgin), fr. Ma-
lay  orang  man  +  hutan  forest]  :� a  large 
reddish brown tree-living anthropoid ape 
of Borneo and Sumatra

orate  \ï-ÇrÜt\  vb  orat£​ed;  orat£​ing  :� to 
speak in a declamatory manner

ora£​tion \Ñ-ÇrÜ-shÑn\ n :�an elaborate dis-
course  delivered  in  a  formal  and  digni-
fied manner

or£​a£​tor \Çïr-Ñ-tÑr\ n :�one noted for skill 
and power as a public speaker

or£​a£​tor£​i£​cal \Éïr-Ñ-Çtïr-i-kÑl\ adj :�of, re-
lating to, or characteristic of an orator or 
oratory  ó  or£​a£​tor£​i£​cal£​ly  \-Çtïr-i-
k(Ñ-)lá\ adv

or£​a£​to£​rio  \Éïr-Ñ-Çtïr-á-Éã\ n, pl  -rios  :�a 
lengthy choral work usu. on a scriptural 
subject

�1or£​a£​to£​ry \Çïr-Ñ-Étïr-á\ n, pl -ries :�a pri-
vate or institutional chapel

�2oratory n :�the art of speaking eloquently 
and  effectively  in  public    ♦ Synonyms 
rhetoric, elocution

orb \Çïrb\ n :�a spherical body; also :�eye
�1or£​bit \Çïr-bÑt\ n [L orbita, lit., path, rut]  
1  :�a path described by one body  in  its 
revolution  about  another    2  :� range  or 
sphere of activity ó or£​bit£​al \-bÑ-t´l\ adj

�2orbit vb   1 :�circle   2 :�to send up and 
make revolve in an orbit ≤¶ a satellite≥ 
ó or£​bit£​er n

or£​ca \Çïr-kÑ\ n :�killer whale
orch abbr orchestra
or£​chard  \Çïr-chÑrd\  n  [ME,  fr.  OE  ort-
geard, fr. ort- (fr. L hortus garden) + geard 
yard]  :� a  place  where  fruit  trees,  sugar 
maples, or nut trees are grown; also :�the 
trees  of  such  a  place  ó  or£​chard£​ist 
\-chÑr-dist\ n

or£​ches£​tra  \Çïr-kÑ-strÑ\ n   1  :� the  front 
section  of  seats  on  the  main  floor  of  a 
theater    2  :� a  group  of  instrumentalists 
organized to perform ensemble music ó 
or£​ches£​tral  \ïr-Çkes-trÑl\  adj  ó  or-​
ches£​tral£​ly adv

or£​ches£​trate  \Çïr-kÑ-ÉstrÜt\  vb  -trat£​ed; 
-trat£​ing  1 :�to compose or arrange for 
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