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Out, out, brief candle!
Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage
And then is heard no more: it is a tale
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.
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MacbethI N T R O D U C T I O N

Source of Macbeth:
Holinshed’s Chronicles

Elizabethan/Jacobean 
Period
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Background
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by Wi!iam Shakespeare
acbethM In feudal Scotland, a semi-barbaric 

country of rival clans and 
chieftains, treacherous murders lead 
to more and more bloody violence. 
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Written during the reign of King James I, 
who ruled England from 1603–1625, 
Macbeth speaks to

the corrupting nature of power

8

keynote:/Users/Knox/Knox%20Working%20Files/PowerPoints/LOTF/LOTF_TEMPLATE.key?id=BGSlide-2
keynote:/Users/Knox/Knox%20Working%20Files/PowerPoints/LOTF/LOTF_TEMPLATE.key?id=BGSlide-2


by Wi!iam Shakespeare
acbethM

9

the ability of humans 
to choose their own 
destinies
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the effects of guilt 
on human behavior
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