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To be, or not to be, that is the question:
Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,
And by opposing end them. To die, to sleep—
No more—and by a sleep to say we end
The heartache, and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to. ‘Tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wish’d. To die, to sleep—
To sleep—perchance to dream. 

(III, i, 63-72)
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HamletI N T R O D U C T I O N

Background

Source  of  H AMLET

El i zabethan/
Jacobean Pe r iod
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The centuries-old conflict 
between Norway and 
Denmark, in which Hamlet is 
set, mirrors England’s 
political turmoil toward the 
end of Queen Elizabeth’s 
reign.
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Shakespeare, working during Britain’s 
Renaissance, created the emotionally 
complex and human characters in Hamlet.

H 
amlet

by William Shakespeare

keynote:/Users/Knox/Knox%20Working%20Files/PowerPoints/LOTF/LOTF_TEMPLATE.key?id=BGSlide-2
keynote:/Users/Knox/Knox%20Working%20Files/PowerPoints/LOTF/LOTF_TEMPLATE.key?id=BGSlide-2


H 
amlet

by William Shakespeare

10

• the deceptive nature of appearances
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• the consequences of seeking vengeance.
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